


Subpart B—Disability Ratings





The Musculoskeletal System





4.40 	Functional loss	4.40-1


4.41 	History of injury	4.41-1


4.42 	Complete medical examination of injury cases	4.42-1


4.43 	Osteomyelitis	4.43-1


4.44 	The bones	4.44-1


4.45 	The joints	4.45-1


4.46 	Accurate measurement	4.46-1


4.47 	Effect of missiles	4.47-1


4.48 	Scars	4.48-1


4.49 	Deeper structures	4.49-1


4.50 	Muscle injuries	4.50-1


4.51 	Muscle weakness	4.51-1


4.52 	Muscle damage	4.52-1


4.53 	Muscle patterns	4.53-1


4.54 	Muscle groups	4.54-1


4.55 	Principles of combined ratings	4.55-1


4.56 	Factors to be considered in the evaluation of disabilities 


		residual to healed wounds involving muscle groups due to 


		gunshot or other trauma	4.56-1


4.57 	Static foot deformities	4.57-1


4.58 	Arthritis due to strain	4.58-1


4.59 	Painful motion	4.59-1


4.60 		[Reserved]


4.61 	Examination	4.61-1


4.62 	Circulatory disturbances	4.62-1


4.63 	Loss of use of hand or foot	4.63-1


4.64 	Loss of use of both buttocks	4.64-1


4.65 		[Reserved]


4.66 	Sacroiliac joint	4.66-1


4.67 	Pelvic bones	4.67-1


4.68 	Amputation rule	4.68-1


4.69 	Major hand	4.69-1


4.70 	Inadequate examinations	4.70-1


4.71 	Measurement of ankylosis and joint motion	4.71-1


4.71a 	Schedule of ratings—musculoskeletal system	4.71a-1


4.72 	Rating muscle injuries	4.72-1


4.73	Schedule of ratings—muscle injuries	4.73-1








§4.40  Functional loss.





	Disability of the musculoskeletal system is primarily the inability, due to damage or infection in parts of the system, to perform the normal working movements of the body with normal excursion, strength, speed, coordination and endurance. It is essential that the examination on which ratings are based adequately portray the anatomical damage, and the functional loss, with respect to all these elements. The functional loss may be due to absence of part, or all, of the necessary bones, joints and muscles, or associated structures, or to deformity, adhesions, defective innervation, or other pathology, or it may be due to pain, supported by adequate pathology and evidenced by the visible behavior of the claimant undertaking the motion. Weakness is as important as limitation of motion, and a part which becomes painful on use must be regarded as seriously disabled. A little used part of the musculoskeletal system may be expected to show evidence of disuse, either through atrophy, the condition of the skin, absence of normal callosity or the like.
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